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HOME SECURITY CHECKLIST

	Most domestic burglaries are committed by “opportunists”.  An offender will tend to target a house that looks unoccupied, has little or no obvious security and where they think they won't be seen.

Working through this checklist will identify where action can be taken to improve the security at the property.  Start from the furthest point outside the property and work inwards, this is the way the most burglars see a property.

Tick the appropriate answer to the questions listed, where “NO” is ticked consider taking steps to reduce the risks. Some of the questions may not apply, if this is the case just tick N/A.

You are not expected to provide expert advice on the instalment of CCTV/Alarm/Lighting systems – as a Force we cannot provide this information or recommend specific companies. What we do recommend is they seek the advice of professional subject matter experts. These experts should be approved security specialists that are members of the National Security Inspectorate (www.nsi.org.uk) and Security Systems and Alarms Inspection Board (www.saib.org.uk). If the resident is looking for CCTV they should ensure they understand the legislation around this which is available on the Information Commissioner’s Office website https://ico.org.uk/your-data-matters/domestic-cctv-systems-guidance-for-people-using-cctv/
We do not recommend specific products e.g. Ring doorbells, however we do advise the public to choose products that have been tested and certified by Sold Secure (www.soldsecure.com) and Secured by Design to the Police Preferred Specification (www.securedbydesign.com). 

For advice on door, locks and window security, the resident should contact a specialist approved by the Master Locksmith Association (www.locksmiths.co.uk). 

REMEMBER

Safety always comes before security. When considering any home security measures you must always give priority to fire escape needs.

FURTHER ADVICE

Burglary prevention and home security advice can be found at:

Crime prevention advice | Hampshire Constabulary
www.securedbydesign.com 




	PERIMETER


	YES
	NO 
	N/A

	Is the front fence, wall or hedge, low enough to allow passers-by or neighbours a clear view of the front of the home?
	
	
	

	Is there a fence, wall or hedge at the rear of the property?
	
	
	

	Is the rear fence, wall or hedge at least 1.8m in height?
	
	
	

	Is the rear fence, wall or hedge in good repair?
	
	
	

	Would a fit person find it difficult to climb over the rear boundary treatment? (consider a trellis topping to a fence or wall and/or planting foliage which is prickly)
	
	
	


	GARDEN AND OTHER VOID SPACE


	YES
	NO 
	N/A

	If there is a gate leading from the front/side of the home to the rear garden, is this locked?
	
	
	

	If there is a shed in the garden, is this kept secure with good locks at the top and bottom of the door?
	
	
	

	Has the shed door been fitted with non-returnable screws or coach bolts? These make it harder to remove.
	
	
	

	Is the material of the shed in good repair? Are there any gaps in the wall?
	
	
	

	Are valuables stored in the shed property marked, photographed and registered on a property database such as Immobilise?
	
	
	

	Have valuables which are stored in the shed e.g. bicycles, tools etc. been secured inside the shed (e.g. locked to a ground anchor)?
	
	
	

	If the shed has windows are these covered with a curtain or film so you cannot see inside the shed? Are window grills required?
	
	
	

	Have tools and scrap materials e.g. bricks and rubble, been removed from the garden which may assist a burglar to break in?
	
	
	

	If the resident has a ladder is this secured in a locked shed or garage or secured to a wall with suitable locks?
	
	
	

	If the resident has a driveway is there lighting which covers any vehicles parked on it?
	
	
	

	Are vehicles kept locked with windows closed when not in use?
	
	
	

	Are wheelie bins secured so they cannot be used as climbing aids or to help burglars remove property from the house?
	
	
	


	SHELL OF THE BUILDING


	YES
	NO 
	N/A

	Is there functional external lighting round the whole of the exterior of the home?
	
	
	

	Is the exterior lighting activated by a day/night sensor? E.g. high efficiency, low-energy lighting controlled by a dusk-to-dawn switch. Lights with movement sensors can also be beneficial.
	
	
	

	Does the lighting cover the front and back door to the property?
	
	
	

	Are the door fitted with a minimum of a 5 lever mortice lock with a British Kitemark of BS 3621, or a multi-locking system?
	
	
	

	If the above is not possible due to the type of door, is there a rim lock fitted with a deadlock capability?
	
	
	

	Is there a door chain or door bar fitted to the main door? (for fire safety reasons, these should only be used when answering the door to callers)
	
	
	

	Is there a door viewer fitted to the main door?
	
	
	

	Are there window locks on all opening ground floor windows and upper floor windows that are accessible from outside (e.g. above a flat roof)? This excludes those needed for fire escape purposes.
	
	
	

	If there are patio doors, are these fitted with anti-lift devices and patio door locks?
	
	
	

	Are the doors and window frames in good repair? If windows need to be replaced they should conform to PAS 24:2016
	
	
	

	If there is a uPVC multi-point locking door, is this locked using the deadlock, by lifting the handle and turning the key?
	
	
	

	Is there a functional security alarm system installed? Is it a monitored system?
	
	
	

	Is there any CCTV installed at the property? Cameras should be positioned for easy maintenance but high enough so they can’t be tampered with.
	
	
	


	INTERIOR


	YES
	NO 
	N/A

	Are keys, including car keys hidden from view of the door or windows and out of reach from the letterbox?
	
	
	

	Have valuables been removed from view of ground floor windows?
	
	
	

	Has property of value been marked with a postcode and house number?
	
	
	

	Has property/electrical equipment and their serial numbers where applicable, been registered on Immobilise? (www.immobilise.com) 
	
	
	

	Are light timer switches used to make the property look occupied when it is dark outside?
	
	
	

	Are high value items, (e.g. passports, jewellery) in a properly secured safe?
	
	
	

	ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
	YES
	NO
	N/A

	Is there an active Neighbourhood Watch scheme running in the area?
	
	
	

	Does a trusted neighbour or friend look after the property when the resident is away?
	
	
	

	Is there someone to act as a keyholder when the resident is out/away?
	
	
	


Crime prevention advice is given without the intention of creating a contract and Hampshire Constabulary does not accept any legal responsibility for the advice given

Recommendations included in this report have been considered for a specific site and take into account information available to the police and supplied by the occupier or the premises manager.

Where recommendations have been made for additional physical security, it is assumed that competent installers will carry out the installation as per manufacturer guidelines.

Suppliers of suitably accredited products can be obtained by visiting the Secured by Design website
[1]

Home Security Checklist

November 2021


